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This Newsletter  is yours! 
 

I can only edit the information I receive.  
Do let me know what you want to read about. 
I tems for  the May issue should be with Beattie Burnside 4 Hopeward 
Mews, Dalgety Bay, Fife KY11 9TB, Tel:- 01383 822309, by the 15th 
May 2006. Material may be submitted  in writing, Microsoft Word  
Format or by e-mail to me at  burnside.mansion@tesco.net 

DALGETY BAY SAILING CLUB 
            

Apr il 2006  The Main Sheet     
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I f you can help please contact  
Aileen Denholm, 01383 820967 
 Fraser  Harr ison, 01383 821424  

or  Stephen Miller   
 

People are needed to help in the gal-
ley on both days as well as making 
sandwiches on Fr iday 20th 
 
Fraser  requires helpers for  race per -
sonnel, managing dinghy trolleys 
etc. 
 
Stephen requires volunteers to sit in 
and dr ive safety boats.  
 
You don’ t have to commit yourself 
to both days. A few hours of your  
time would be much appreciated. 

 

Why is Sandy McPhail standing on a giant skateboard? 
 
What has attracted his interest? 
 
The answer  lies on page 6 
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Next new members evening will be 
on Thursday 25th May at 8pm in 

the Clubhouse.  

� � � � � 
 *� � � � � 
 *� � � � � 
 *� � � � � 
 *����

Fireball No K12694.   

I f the owner does not con-
tact DBSC to claim their  
boat by the 1st June 2006 
then it will become the 
proper ty of DBSC. 
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Well that’s it! The season has officially started! The Brass Monkey, our traditional start of season bash, pro-
duced an excellent sail from a committee boat start and there are some fantastic pictures on the web site, do-
nated by Liz Tulloch ( Thanks Liz) to prove what a great time we all had. 15 boats took part, ranging from 
Keith Cuthbert’s shiny new RS800 to my son’s Topper, competing in the Inaugural “Brass Chipmunk”  race! 
Joyce McConville once again showed her prowess at righting a capsized Laser, but most of us felt the water a 
wee bit too cold for swimming! 
        

Whilst we were all having fun, the rescue boat, Tornado 2, driven by Rescue Officer Steve ‘Binny’  Miller and 
Jonathan Tower and accompanied, as luck would have it, by Liz Tulloch of Yachting Life fame, were re-
sponding to a Mayday put out by a Creel boat in difficulty in Mortimers Deep. Fortunately for crew of the Ra-
chel Ruth, the club RIBs are fitted with fixed VHF sets with good speakers and Binny had dual watch turned 
on. The casualties had a short swim as the Rachel Ruth capsized and sank, and were picked up by T2 and 
taken back to the Bay. The rescue services took over from there. The crew, whilst pretty shaken up were oth-
erwise unharmed. Our thanks go to Binny and Jonathan for their efforts. Liz of course got the photos, and a 
selection can be seen on the web site. 
        

Following all that drama wasn’ t ever going to be easy, but the Commodore’s supper tried hard and all who 
came had a great evening. Thanks again to the Chefs du Jour headed up by Bryan “Ramsey”  Denholm, Sandy 
“Oliver McPhail and Lionel “Ainsley”  Booth, who are free to do it all again next year! 
   

Our first visitors have also been and gone. The Merlin Rocket Class came to the club for the Easter weekend. 
Not a class that frequents the Forth very often, but some good racing was had on Saturday, with Sunday prov-
ing more of a test of courage and survival skills as 26+ knots rattled across the Forth. Many of the 
‘Rocketeers’  were from the South coast, and I am delighted to say that the feedback I have received has all 
been wonderful. Receiving such high praise reminds us all of why we do it! 
         

Next up of course is the club’s annual regatta, sponsored this year by Purvis, who have been hugely suppor-
tive in helping us with our shore defences. We’re still looking for volunteers for most areas, so if you can 
spare some time, we’d love to hear from you! 
    

On the shore defences front, I’m happy to report that we think we have cracked the erosion problem and our 
thanks go to Purvis for all their assistance. The foreshore now looks so much better, and should stand us in 
good stead for many years to come  
Enjoy your sailing! 
 
Kind Regards,  

David Burnett, Commodore 
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February Draw 
 
1st Gina Angus £27    3rd Sandy McPhail £6 
2nd Alan Searle  £12 
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The adult courses will be running over weekends this 
year and details of the first set of courses are below. 
These are aimed at adults but 16-18 year olds are wel-
come. 
    
     

Star t Racing 6/7 May 
The start line for club racing, all you need to get round 
the course. For those who already have RYA Level 2 
(Basic Skills).     Cost £60 
 
     

Sailing with Spinnakers 6/7 May 
Everything you need to know to sail modern three-sail 
boats. For those who already have RYA Level 2 (Basic 
Skills).     Cost £60 
 
     

To book your place on any of these course please e-
mail training@dalgetybaysc.org  
 
    

If you need any further information please give me a 
call. 
     

Gill Wright 
07760 262914 
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Dalgety Bay Sailing Club and Dalgety Bay & Hillend Community Council on the 4 April 2006 met the repre-
sentatives of the Dalgety Bay Forum – Scottish Executive, NHS Fife, Fife Council, Health Protection Agency, 
Ministry of Defence and the Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA). 

The Dalgety Bay Forum has recommended that public notice signs are erected at Dalgety Bay beach following 
the monitoring work which was carried out in March 2006. This is an informative measure based on a draft 
screening assessment of the contamination which was detected and removed. This recommendation will be re-
viewed following the completion of the screening report. SEPA consider that the signage would allow the pub-
lic to be informed of the potential hazard on the beach. 

The beach is open, DBSC can continue with its activities. The management committee would encourage our 
members to read the following website by NHS Fife which is informative. 

http://www.show.scot.nhs.uk/fhb/publications.htm   follow the link to Dalgety Bay. 

DBSC will be liaising with Fife Council on the location of the signs. 

DBSC is satisfied that progress is being made to investigate how it can be addressed. In the interim, the forum 
agreed to continue the monitoring and removal of material from the beach. A further meeting, which DBSC 
will be attending, is planned in approx 2-3 months. 

Members who have any queries whatsoever should contact any member of the management committee. 
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31st July to 4th August 

£90 (lunch included) 

Open to club members aged 8 – 18.   

Courses offered will be: RYA stage 1,2 and 3.  
Then depending on demand stage 4, seamanship 
skills, start racing, or day sailing.   

Candidates will be grouped according to ability. 

To book your place please  

email training@dalgetybaysc.org 
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We are using committee boat starts as much as possible this season for dinghy racing.  This will give better 
beats, with the chance to choose which side to sail and whether to go out into the river or stay inshore.   This 
was a great success in the Brass Monkey.   Nova is your committee boat - please bring a watch, but sailing in-
structions, flags, poles to attach them to (the best solution is to have these hand-held apart from the shorten 
course flag) and results sheets can all be found in the race box.  We have rostered assistant OODs to help with 
flags.   Please make sure you are down in time to retrieve Nova from her mooring and to collect the necessary 
equipment.  The course should still be displayed on the starters hut door. 

The rescue boats will lay a pink buoy to mark the outer end of the start line.  Please remember to retrieve it at 
the end of the day! 

In the event that a committee boat start is not possible, please note that we have reverted to a start transit for 
shore starts using the flag pole on the starters box and the striped pole in front of the clubhouse.  Mark 1 (or 9, 
if it is low tide or it provides the chance of a truer beat) will now be an outer distance mark only.         

Also Mark 3 is in its usual place off Downing Point but incorrectly has the number 10 painted on it.  Mark 10 
also has the number 10 painted on it, and is in its correct place.  

Nial Tosh 
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The team comprising Clive Franks, Lionel Booth, Alan Searle and Alastair Burnside turned up to 
represent your club in the general knowledge quiz, this year held in Aberdour Boat club house. We 
were not able to maintain the previously unblemished record and slumped to joint 4th!, sharing that 
position with Kinghorn. Burntisland were second, and agreed to stage the event next winter. The 
clear winners were our hosts Aberdour. 
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At the Sail Loft we see a surprising number of headsails that have been left rolled on furling systems with ab-
solutely no protection from UV light. Many yacht owners convert hank-on headsails to roller-reefing without 
thinking about the consequences of not fitting one, and some manufacturers cut costs by not including a sacri-
ficial strip as part of the standard kit (or their original quote). 
 
Be very afraid!   A brand-new and hugely expensive genoa can be left fit only for the bin after only two sea-
sons or less, and if it’ s salvageable that expensive re-cut might only leave you with three-quarters of the sail 
you originally paid for. The answer: Make sure that any sail left fur led has an adequate sacr ificial str ip 
fitted to the foot and leech to prevent premature disintegration of even the heaviest sailcloth.  It’ s also a 
good idea to make sure that if it already has a sacrificial strip that it’ s furled the correct way!  Every marina 
seems to have at least one boat with that tell-tale barber’s pole spiral of (usually) blue and white that will even-
tually leave a permanent pattern of scorched and torn Dacron up the leech.  Be even more vigilant if your sail 
has a white sacrificial strip, it’ s almost impossible to tell from a distance if the sail is furled the wrong way. 
Similarly, mainsails left on booms without a cover can suffer severe damage. 
 
Take care of your sails and happy sailing! 
 

Chic Medley 
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This year the Club’s Race Officer/Safety Boat rota is being managed electronically using the 

“ Dutyman Rota System” . As it is now operational  
here is a quick guide to its features how it works. 

�
Features: 
����

The rota is accessed via a link from the Club website 
“ Dutyman”  will display a concise list of duties, dates, times and relevant members’ names. 
Duty reminders will be emailed to you automatically 
Requests for duty swaps can be made online to others on the rota 
You can view recent swap requests and responses 
You will be able download duties in iCalendar format for transfer to PIM’s and PDA’s 

�
�
“ Dutyman”  will automatically generate a unique username and password for each member on 
the rota. These will then be emailed to you and allow access to the members’ pages where you 

can utilise the system’s many features. 
�

“ Dutyman”  uses email addresses extensively and in order to protect your privacy the only way 
to view an email address is to log-on as a member and view your own details. The only others 
who can view email addresses on-line are the system administrators, in the case of DBSC the 

Sailing Secretary and Rescue Officer. As all the information displayed by “ Dutyman”  is  
retrieved from its secure data centre and not actually stored on the web pages you are also  

protected from email crawlers such as spiders or bots. 
�
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If we do not have an email address for you then you will be unable to take advantage of the 
online features and be able to view only the rota. If you find this to be the case please contact 
Rescue Officer with your email address to arrange for your details to be uploaded to the sys-

tem. 
����

IF YOU DO NOT HAVE INTERNET ACCESS AND REQUIRE A HARD COPY OF THE ROTA 
PLEASE CONTACT THE RESCUE OFFICER AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 

�

Steve Miller  
Rescue Officer  DBSC 

Email: thatshakeyman@yahoo.co.uk 
Tel: (See Club Handbook) 
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The 2006 Season is fast approaching.  As in past years DBSC requests all Yacht owners to contact the Com-
mittee (usually the Harbour Master) to confirm your intentions with regard to the use of your Boats.  As al-
ways, the deadline for ALL boats to be launched is 30th April / 1st May.  If you cannot launch prior to the 1st 
of May then please contact the Harbour Master to explain why so that your boat can be scheduled for re-
location in time for the regatta.  Unfortunately a handful of members did not contact the Committee / Harbour 
Master last year which resulted in the Storage Penalty Rules being applied. The Committee hopes that mem-
bers do not let this happen in 2006, although it boosts revenue for the club. They would much rather that your 
boat is afloat and used.   
 
Should your personal circumstances prevent you from launching on one of the dates below please call me to 
book your preferred time into the calendar. Even if you don©t plan to use the club Tractor there may be other 
club activities which could prevent access to the slips.  All Tractor Use should be booked through the Harbour 
Master who can allocate a Driver for your specific needs.  Saturdays have again been chosen, with two late 
Friday afternoons for those who cannot manage a Saturday. To make sure that launching does not interfere 
with Sunday racing  DBSC requests that all members refrain from launching on a Sunday. Instead please join 
in one of the organised days below: 
 
2006 Organised Launch Dates: 
 
Date   Start Time 
 
Fri 28th April - 16:00     Sat 29th April - 13:00 

Fri 5th May  - 17:00     Sat 6th May  - 07:00 

Fri 12th May - 16:00     Sat 13th May - 13:00 

Thank you to the few who have already contacted me and confirmed your plans – much appreciated! 
 

PLEASE BOOK EARLY SO THAT THE LAUNCH DATES DO NOT NEED TO BE CANCELLED. 
 

Andy Marshall, Harbour Master 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 So this is what Sandy was watching.  
 
Robert Purvis Construction carefully plac-
ing the larger stones to protect the fore-
shore from erosion in front of the club-
house.  
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We are expecting a large contingent of dinghies of varying classes (especially Toppers) and just to make things 
more interesting we will have 3 separate racing fleets as opposed to the usual 2!! 
    
As well as being fun and exciting this is also an excellent opportunity to practice your safety boat handling 
skills in realistic and sometimes unexpected situations. 
    
As an added bonus you will also be able to sample the famous DBSC Regatta Packed Lunch which is provided 
free to all helms and crew - just what you need to keep you going and abate the onslaught of scurvy, Y©arr!  
    
If you can©t make it for the whole weekend why not just come along for a day instead? 
     
If you are able to help please let me know.     

Steve Miller 
Rescue Officer DBSC.  
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We are available for  all your  mar ine engine needs but we are also now open with  

a full chandlery service including clothing. 
The general chandlery area stocks paint, anchors, chain, rope, trailer  accessor ies,  

polishes, oils, repair  kits etc etc.  
The clothing area has waterproofs, warm wear, wetsuits, foot wear, accessor ies,  

buoyancy aids and lifejackets. 
Clothing includes stock from Musto and Gul. 
I f you need anything call us on 01382541848,  

or  visit us at the Old Ferry Pier  in Newport-on-Tay.  
 

There is a 10% discount available on display of your  DBSC membership card. 
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16 Merlin Rockets took part in a 60th Anniversary Regatta at the club over the Easter Weekend on 15/16th 
April. Crews came from as far apart as Forfar in the North to Wembley in the South. Conditions were good on 
the Saturday, with force 2 to 3 winds. However Sunday was a different story altogether, with an average wind 
speed close to 20 knots (and Port Edgar reporting gusts of up to 35 knots) and only 1 of the 2 scheduled races 
being sailed. The overall winners were M Biggs and T Chadfield from Blithfidel SC, with A Davis and C 
Gould from Bartley SC in second and C Brockbank and M Hughes from Wembley SC in third. The Saturday 
evening saw a ceilidh (and a staggering amount of beer drunk, with Sandy and Andy going on a mission to beg 
an extra keg of Belhaven Best from the Bowling Club). Thanks to all who gave their time and made the week-
end a success for both the class and the Club. 


